Authors: Norman Martin (Resilience and Climate Change Adaptation Advisor) / Sandra Sotelo (Gender Justice and Resilience Advisor)

The right to bounce forward
Accessing climate change information to
combat poverty and build resilience

Oxfam is an international confederation of organizations working together
with partners and local communities in more than 90 countries. One person
in three in the world lives in poverty and Oxfam is determined to change
that world by mobilizing the power of people against poverty. Despite doing
the least to cause it, poor people are experiencing the full force of climate
change. Oxfam is working to reduce the impact of global warming - now
and in the future.

HOW WILL CLIMATE CHANGE
IMPACT US?

WHY DO WE NEED CLIMATE
CHANGE INFORMATION?

Climate-related information is key for Oxfam to support its
partners in building resilience. Firstly, having accessible and
user-friendly information for women, men, girls and boys
enabling them to respond to their needs and interests
regarding livelihoods. Secondly, reliable and updated
information on climate change models, historical data and
predictions will enable Oxfam and its partners to complete
the picture when conducting context analysis or needs’
assessment, for example. Qualitative data based on
perceptions and experiences from a set of multi-stakeholders
at different levels needs to be correlated with quantitative
data from new and eventually non-traditional actors, in the
scope of climate change adaptation.

Oxfam deﬁnes resilience as the ability of women and men
to realize their rights and improve their well-being despite
shocks, stresses and uncertainty. The poorest and most
vulnerable communities are highly exposed to uncertainty
when it comes to climate change adaptation, which limits
their capacities to secure and enhance their livelihoods.

Broadcasting of meteorological information, improving the
reliability of index-based climate insurance or improving
seasonal forecasts at regional level towards informed early
actions and effective social protection measures are
examples of activities that enable communities to integrate
ﬂexible and forward-looking planning in their local
development plans.

Most of the people Oxfam work with live in rural areas and
depend on agriculture as their main source of
livelihood. The impact of climate change on people in
these areas is conditioned by their ability to absorb and
adapt to changes, depending on context speciﬁcities and
their position in such contexts. Increased temperatures,
extended dry seasons, occurrence of intense rainfall
events causing ﬂoods, erosion or landslides, and an
increased variability and uncertainty with regards to
rainfall patterns and climatic events have tremendous
effects on people’s livelihoods.

USER STORY AND INTEREST
IN C3S GLOBAL SERVICE
Within Oxfam’s resilient development programming
approach, climate change information will be used to
reinforce social change processes. The right to access
and use information allowing to make informed decisions,
in the pathway to build resilience.
- Access to site-speciﬁc climate change impact indicators
and forecast is a key resource to build resilience within
local communities, allowing end-users to make informed
decisions. Particularly for agricultural management
(seeding dates, choice of species and varieties, soil and
water management) and disaster risk reduction strategies.
- Innovation: the use of C3S data will contribute to new
methodologies within our disaster risk reduction, social
protection, index-based insurance and agricultural
productivity projects and programs.
- Climate change impact data can be useful to inform
on food security intervention as part of Oxfam’s global
network to improve the forecasts for the agricultural
season with regards food security and early response.

